Gary Jenkins reports on his ski trip to Van Thorens in the Knaus
I don’t know how many Knaus owners like to ski but it is one of the reasons I purchased a Knaus – for its winterisation.  The following few notes about by first ever motorhome ski trip may be of some interest.   

As a tester for longer duration trips I decided to have a ski weekend with two friends and two of my sons to the highest ski resort in Europe!  Val Thorens in the French alps.  

Planning the trip it was obvious there was no shortage of winter sites, but mainly lower down in the valleys below the snow line.  This would be fine if we were not arriving on December 11th – too early in the season for lower snow.  

The Ski Club of Great Britain web site showed a parking site next to Val Thorens.  Enquiries with the parking authorities revealed that camping was allowed if booked in blocks of seven days, for a sum of 100 Euros.  Free tokens were issued for the use of the flot – bleu and a credit note for any nights not used – valid for two years.  We stayed three nights so next year I have four nights already covered.   

As this was a boy’s weekend away, I got the others insured for one week at a cost of £28 (I am with Safeguard Insurance) and booked the tunnel for £170 return.  Leaving at 6pm, we took turns in driving at two-hour intervals through the night and arrived at the car park at 9am, ready for the slopes.   

The parking could not have been better.  Five minutes walk from the town centre, views across the mountains and valley below us, and an added bonus – there was an ice car race meeting directly below us, giving us grandstand views whilst sittibg in the warm Knaus.  

The lifts were four minutes walk, and by staggering our returns to the van at half hour intervals we all had hot showers each day.  To keep things simple we all used sleeping bags and it never seemed crowded.  With the temperature at night down to  –14 degrees the heating was always on at 22 degrees. This meant using 7kg. Of gas every 24 hours approximately, but I took two 7kg. And one-13kg bottles and, being a short break, this was sufficient for the ‘wild camp’.  

To summarise, the Knaus performed 100% and has given me confidence to ski the Sierra Nevada Mountains near Granada when we go to Spain’s Costa del Sol at Christmas/New Year.  

The place we parked was: Valthoparc, Parking Plein Sud.  Tel (France) 79 00 02 49.

