Julie and Jonathan's visit to the Dusseldorf motorhome show 

  

Whilst on holiday in Europe we decided to detour to the motor home show at Dusseldorf.  Wow.  It is treated like a rally, except you don't need to book.  We turned up early evening and were pointed to a spot where we paid 12 Euros for two nights camping.  This included full services and when I say services they really do put us to shame.  Essentially there is what looks like a petrol filling station except instead of petrol pumps you get a very neat service point.  You just roll up and the attendant empties your tank and fills up the fresh water.  They let you empty your own toilet!  Also laid on is for the campers is a large area with live music a range of  food and beer that is brought to you at your table and all for a few Euros - you do not get your eyes picked out as always happens over here.  Even the toilet facilities are fantastic.  So, the camping was great and we met loads of real good fun folk.  BUT, what about the show..?  Well after you pay 9 Euros to get in you soon realise the scale of things - again not like back home where you pay £15 each to see a couple of vans.  Knaus had half of one huge hall and showed about a dozen motorhomes and maybe as many as 30 caravans on top of that they had a huge cafe area and even a rest area consisting of a decked floor area with sun loungers, free food and huge electric fans to keep you cool. 

  

We spoke to many of the Knaus folk and got some insight to forthcoming vehicles.  The new 'A' class Sun Liner with Alko chassis was on show and they confirmed that there would be a top spec Travel Liner for the 2005 season.  Of the existing range they have stopped the 608 Traveller (our van) leaving only the 505 and 708.  It would seem that there will be an entirely new Traveller coachbuilt for the 2005 season probably with an Alko chassis.  It would seem that they are concentrating all of their efforts on the Sun Traveller range of coachbuilts.  Certainly when looking through the German catalogues there is a much larger range of vehicles manufactured that currently offered through the UK importers. 

  

Having had a good look around the stand it would seem that the entire range of models offered all feature new and innovative ideas.  Some of the sport travellers have a cab over bed ladder that slides into a neat stowage box and is complete with a slide out flat screen telly that you can watch from downstairs or from bed. Also new is a coachbuilt with a lifting overhead bed almost like an 'A' class - these come complete with some very neat blinds for the cab side windows and windscreen, say goodbye to your silvers?  

  

It seems as though all of their models will feature the Alko chassis in the near future and you can also look forward to vacuum flush toilets.  

  

We did of course have a good look around the rest of the manufacturers and can report that they are all of interest in one way or another - of particular amazement is the company that makes expedition vehicles with 4, 6 or 8 wheels (all driven)...oh yes, park where you want because nobody makes a wheel clamp for a tyre that is taller than me - although you may feel a little foolish turning up at one of the UK club sites. 

  

Julie and I particularly like the Flair and Concorde range of motorhomes and have you ever heard of Phoenix?  Seems most of their models will take a car in the rear garage. 

  

One interesting observation we made was that in the UK it seems as though most German motorhomes are Hymer,  I am sure that most of us have experienced the snobbery that seems to often go with Hymer owners - well not in Germany.  Sure you see a lot of them but you see more Knaus and Dethleffs.  In truth most of the Hymers were UK registered anyway! 

  

Anyway, I can strongly recommend a visit to the show - I reckon it'll take you about 3- 4 hours to drive once off the boat.  The Germans really do know how to do things.

